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10. That the loss to our cause, during- the past year, of the venerable 
philanthropist, Thomas Glakkson, one of its earliest and ablest friends, 
and of the equally excellent and scarcely less distinguished Joseph John 
Gurnet, its munificent patron through life, is a call upon us from the Prov- 
idence of God to supply their places with new zeal and fresh recruits in 
our great work. 

11. That the cause of freedom and popular rights, the progress of general 
improvement, and especially the great enterprises of Christian benevolence 
and reform, imperatively demand peace as the settled, permanent policy 
of the world, and should unite all Christians, patriots and philanthropists 
in strenuous efforts for a consummation so devoutly to be wished. 

12. That, while mourning over the war-spirit so rife the last year in 
many parts of our own country, we still rejoice in the belief, that the prin- 
ciples of peace are silently spreading over the earth, leading rulers, as welt 
as people, in the most enlightened portions of the world, to adopt peaceful 
methods for the adjustment of their difficulties, and thus preparing the way 
for a final abandonment of the whole war system by all nations. 

13. That it is pre-eminently the policy, as well as the duty of this na- 
tion, to cultivate the principles of peace. 



ADDRESSES. 

We give only the substance of the addresses, but prefer to report them 
all in the first person instead of the third. 
The Rev. Ruftjs W. Clarke, said : — 

Mr. President : — The remarks which I shall offer, will be upon the last 
of the series of resolutions just read, viz., " that it is pre-eminently the policy, 
as well as the duty of the American nation to cultivate the principles of 
peace." 

In supporting this resolution, Sir, we would not convey the impression, 
that it is not for the interests of every nation, whatever may be its charac- 
ter or institutions, to avoid the calamity of war. When we look at this 
evil in its thousand aggravated and destructive forms ; when we consider 
the awful waste of life and treasure that it has produced ; the intense and 
wide-spread physical and mental suffering that it has occasioned ; the deso- 
lation that it has brought upon villages, cities and nations ; the heart- 
rending scenes which its accompaniments, disease, famine and fire, have- 
unfolded, and the long train of moral evils which have flowed from it, we 
cannot but be astonished and grieved, that any people should be so reckless 
of their true interests, as madly to plunge into its horrors. 

But, besides the general evils which are sure to come upon all who re- 
sort to war, there are special reasons why this nation should cultivate the 
principles and spirit of peace. In tlte first place, war is hostile to the pros- 
perity of our nation, in its great commercial, agricultural and manufacturing 
interests. It is in times of peace that we have attained to our present 
prosperity, wealth and renown, and been enabled to level the forests, build 
our cities, dig our canals, lay our railroads, erect our manufacturing estab- 
lishments, extend our commerce over every sea, and unfurl our flag in 
every port. Had we, during the last thirty years, been engaged in war, 
rather than enjoying the blessings of peace, instead of our present prosper- 
ity, we should have been burdened by a vast national debt ; our citizens 
would have been withdrawn from the pursuits of agriculture to fill our 
armies and ships of war, and thus have become consumers instead of pro- 
ducers; our merchant ships would have been liable to be captured, and in 
various ways the channels of business would have been obstructed, and 
the progress of the nation impeded. 
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If we will look, for a moment, at the history of those nations which have 
been most distinguished for their warlike character, we cannot fail to ob- 
serve that their wars have in the end either proved their destruction, or im- 
posed upon them a war debt which has proved a most oppressive burden, 
consuming, in some instances, the very blood of the mass of the people. 
The Roman empire was, as we well know, finally destroyed by her own 
conquests. Having obtained an amount of territory too vast to be success- 
fully governed by a single power, and being driven by the enormous ex- 
penses attendant upon her wars, and the forces necessary to keep the con- 
quered provinces in subjection, to adopt a system of burdensome taxation, 
the kingdom, through these causes in connection with others, lost its pow- 
«r, and fell a prey to the northern barbarians. What, too, did Napoleon 
gain for himself and for France by the long, bloody and destructive wars 
in which he was engaged ? How, when far away upon his lonely, sea-girt 
isle, could he reflect with any other than the most painful emotions, upon 
the awful sacrifice of life, and waste of property, which he had occasioned ! 

Look, too, at England, that has waded through seas of blood to attain to 
her present eminence and power, and see what is her condition ! We talk 
of the glory of this nation ; but it is the glory of the few, and the wretched- 
ness of the many. Her war debt of £800,000,000 is consuming the ener- 
gies of the mass of the people ; and what a tale of wo, bloodshed, and 
wide-spread anguish, does this vast sum unfold ! Who will attempt to es- 
timate the amount of human suffering, in its thousand most horrid forms, 
that the expenditure of this money has produced ? The nation in its pres- 
ent position, as burdened with this debt, may be compared to a pyramid 
with its apex of royalty, and successive layers of aristocracy, the foun- 
dations of which are being crushed by the weight of the superincumbent 
mass. By thousands and tens of thousands are those who have borne the 
burden, sinking into the earth, and, unless relief is obtained, the ravages of 
famine must continue their deadly work. Now, let this nation follow the 
example of Rome, France or England, and how can we escape the ev : .:3 
that they have suffered ? Already has the present Mexican war cost this 
nation over $100,000,000 ; and out of the $57,000,000 appropriated at the 
last session of Congress, over $40,000,000 were for the purposes of war — 
an amount that would have sustained the American Board of Missions, ac- 
cording to their present expenditures, more than 150 years ! 

Again ; war is hostile to our political institutions. Its whole tendency 
is to transfer the power from the many to the few — to increase the execu- 
tive patronage, and to give to the military hero a dangerous ascendency, 
not only over the thousands under his command, but over the entire na- 
tion. We cannot have forgotten how the resources of the nation, at the 
commencement of the present war, were directed from their proper chan- 
nels, and devoted to the prosecution of this war. The bills that had passed 
both Houses of Congress, making appropriations for the improvement of 
our rivers and harbors, and liquidating the claims of our citizens, were ve- 
toed, while the most exorbitant demands were made for carrying out the 
warlike designs of the administration. The monster, war, must be fed at 
the expense of every other interest, at the expense of internal improve- 
ments, of commercial enterprise, and of those great prineiples of justice 
and virtue, which are the safeguard of our republic. Were our govern 
ment a despotism, and were it necessary to keep the mass of the people in 
subjection to a system of tyrannical laws, then the cultivation of the war- 
spirit would strengthen our institutions. 

The discipline, too, to which the soldier is subjected, tends to unfit him 
to discharge the duties of a free and enlightened citizen. He is bound to 
follow the will of another, to sacrifice his humanity, his conscience, his 
sense of right and justice, to the command of the chief officer. However 
inhuman and barbarous it may appear in his sight to murder hundreds of 
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innocent women and children, as was lately done in Vera Cruz; however 
his heart may yearn with pity over the mangled and writhing forms of 
mothers and infants, yet he must proceed with the fiendish work. Al- 
though he has stamped upon him the divine image, and has the salvation 
of an undying soul to work out, and must soon appear before his Judge to 
render in his account, yet he is constituted an under-machine to be acted 
upon by the will of another, whose aim it is to destroy as many lives among 
the enemy, and inflict upon the mass as exquisite and protracted sufferings, 
as it is in his power to do. Now, I ask this audience, if these men, dis- 
ciplined in such a school, will, if they survive, return to us better freemen, 
better philanthropists, and better Christians ? Will they come to add to 
the virtue and piety of the community ; to strengthen those elements and 
principles upon which our institutions rest ? 

Again ; war is hostile to the religion of our nation. I need not stop 
here to prove that Christianity condemns war ; that the precepts and exam- 
ple of our Redeemer are against it ; for no one here can entertain any 
doubts upon this point He who commands us to love our enemies, to 
bless them who persecute us, to resist not evil, as clearly condemns the 
system of war, as though he had written more specific commands against 
it. And we find that those engaged in war, trample under their feet every 
Christian principle, and every Christian institution. The Sabbath is dis- 
regarded, public worship neglected, and every Christian duty unheeded. 
One of the first battles in which our army engaged with the Mexicans was 
fought on the Sabbath ; the first Sabbath in the month, while many Chris- 
tians were celebrating the dying love of their Master at his own table. At 
the very moment they were taking in their hands the bread, and putting to 
their lips the consecrated cup, our citizens were mowing down the inhabi- 
tants of Mexico, sheathing their swords in their bosoms, and strewing the 
field with their mangled forms ! ! 

We know that it is the destiny of this nation to advance ; but her high 
mission is, to conquer, not by sword and cannon, but by truth, by gospel 
light, by extending the institutions of our holy religion. Our forefathers 
did not come here to found, amid so many difficulties and hardships, a re- 
public, the power and resources of which should be devoted to the work of 
carnage, and the multiplication of the evils and sufferings under which the 
human family is already groaning. Their object was to found a nation 
that should be a blessing, and not a curse to the world ; a nation that 
should extend abroad free principles, that should be an asylum for the op- 
pressed, and the bulwark of religious liberty ; and, to pervert its resources 
to carry on an unjust war, and extend the area of slavery, is to be most 
false to the trust that has been committed to our hands. We have been 
told that those who oppose this war, are traitors to their country. Mr. Pres- 
ident, there are, in every war, different kinds of treason. There may be 
such a thing as the government being treasonable to the people, and a 
nation being treasonable to its own true interests ; and the latter, reluctant 
as we are to confess it, is just the position of this nation. It stands before 
Heaven and earth as false to the principles upon which its institutions were 
founded ; false to its religion, false to its duty. Had we time, we could 
show that this present war was entered upon, and has been carried forward, 
in violation of the plainest principles of justice, virtue, humanity and free- 
dom ; we could show, that, long before the Texan revolt, the laws of Mex- 
ico were violated by American citizens, who carried their slaves into her 
territory, and insisted upon retaining them upon a soil consecrated to free- 
dom ; we could show, that, years ago, pamphlets were published, exhibiting 
the adaptation of that soil to slave labor, and that strong inducements were 
held out to the slave breeding States to favor emigration to that country : 
but, Sir, we must conclude by urging the friends of peace to arouse them- 
selves to stay the progress of this awful calamity. 
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We are told, Sir, that this war is popular. I would ask, where is it 
popular ? Every where I go, I find this dreadful scourge condemned in the 
strongest terms. I indeed find every heart overflowing with indignation, 
an indignation that cannot be expressed, that is struggling for utterance, 
and desires to make itself felt ; and the man, or body of men, who will 
give this indignation a tangible form and shape, and make its influence 
felt upon our government, will be entitled to the thanks of the nation. 
And upon whom does this work devolve more imperatively than upon the 
clergy of New England, and the editors of our religious press ? Let them 
speak out, speak boldly, earnestly, emphatically, and their voices will be 
heard ; and whatever may be the result of their efforts, they will at least 
have the satisfaction of feeling that they have borne their solemn testimony 
against a most destructive, cruel and horrible war ; a war that is weakening 
our religious and civil institutions, corrupting our people, wasting our trea- 
sures, destroying our citizens, and by its aggressive character, is violating 
the principles and policy upon which the nation has heretofore acted, and 
thus preparing the way for a train of evils that will prove most calamitous 
to our republic. 

The Rev. Robert Baird, D. D., next arose and said: — 

There is so much to be said on this subject, that a person, on rising to 
address an audience, has only to go on. The field is so broad, that the 
chief difficulty lies in selecting the topics to be presented ; but I have been 
much impressed with a fact recorded in ancient history. Cyrus, on taking 
Crcesus captive, doomed him to be burned, and overheard him, when await- 
ing on the funeral pile the torch that was to kindle its flames, exclaim, 
" O Solon ! Solon ! " Cyrus, ignorant of his language, and not knowing 
what the exclamations meant, asked what god he was calling upon. Crcesus 
replied that he was not calling upon any god, but merely recalling this say- 
ing of Solon, that " no man ought to be called happy till after his death." 
Cyrus was so struck with this reply, that he took Crcesus down from the 
funeral pile, and, entering into conversation with him, asked, among other 
things, " Why did you make war against me ?" "I should not have done 
so," replied the fallen monarch, " if it had not been for the response of the 
Delphic oracle. 1> know that peace is better than war ; for in peace children 
bury their fathers , while in roar fathers bury their children." 

I wish not, however, to dwell on the evils of war, but to glance rather at 
some of the blessings consequent on the long peace enjoyed by the civilized 
world since the overthrow of Napoleon at the battle of Waterloo. It has 
been my lot to spend much of the last twelve years in Europe ; and I have 
been particularly requested to speak respecting its condition and prospects 
relative to the subject of peace. I shall do so with much pleasure ; for I 
have watched with great interest the progress of humanity in the Old 
World for the last thirty-two years. 

This whole period has been one of general peace throughout Europe ; 
and it is truly wonderful to see what effects it has there produced. Take 
the subject of population as an index to the general prosperity. Adam 
Smith, as quoted by Alison, says, the people of Europe, before its late wars, 
were increasing at a rate that would double their number only once in five 
centuries ; but since the battle of Waterloo, the population of France has 
grown not less than 5,000,000, while that of Prussia, Great Britain and 
other countries is increasing much faster. The population of Europe has 
grown as much in thirty-two years as in one or two centuries before. 

There has been a corresponding improvement in almost every thing — in 
agriculture, in manufactures, in commerce, in all the useful arts, in the 
various means of comfort and happiness among the people, but especially 
in the work of popular education, and establishments for the relief of 
suffering humanity. All these have received a marked and wonderful in> 
"8* 
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pulse. Before 1815, nothing was done by government for educating the 
masses ; the whole system of popular education, now blessing so large a 
part of Europe, especially its central and northern countries, has sprung 
up since that time ; and it has already done a great deal, while it promises 
to do much more, for the millions of the Old World. 

This spirit of progress has reached almost every thing connected with 
the improvement and welfare of the masses. Thirty years ago, scarce a 
steamboat was to be found in all Europe ; now there are 1600. It is only 
a few years since there was not a mile of railroad on the Continent ; 
now it is fast being covered all over with this iron net-work, and its nations 
are thus brought to each other's bosoms, and mingled into a great brother- 
hood of common interests and sympathies. These are all the fruits of 
peace ; not one of them could have taken place in time of war. 

This spirit of general improvement has reached even the hoary abuses 
of government More has been accomplished in this department since the 
battle of Waterloo, than had been for centuries before. Bad legislation 
has been corrected ; a variety of ancient abuses have been gradually re- 
formed ; and, in some countries, new securities have been given for the 
protection of popular rights, by the adoption of formal and fixed constitu- 
tions. Peace has allowed time, opportunity and disposition to propose 
and mature plans like these for the general welfare of the people. 

The most important advances, however, have been made in behalf of a 
pure Christianity. In this respect there has been a marked and most 
encouraging progress. In Prance alone, there have been gratuitously cir- 
culated 3,000,000 copies of the Bible, and some 25,000,000 in all Europe. 
In all parts of the Continent there has been an advance of pure Chris- 
tianity. New agencies have been set at work, and new influences diffused 
for the spiritual regeneration of the Old World. 

Most of these remarks I might apply even to Greece. Though still 
poor and degraded, she is, nevertheless, rising, under the benign influences 
which this long period of peace has been diffusing over her population. I 
saw the same indications of progress there. They are still misgoverned ; 
but they have, on the whole, a good political constitution, are eager for ed- 
ucation, and are gradually recovering from the baleful effects of one of the 
bloodiest revolutions that history has ever recorded. 

Such is the progress of Europe ; but a general war would throw it all 
back, and change the entire aspect of things. Such is extensively the 
feeling there among all classes, but especially among the best informed 
and most influential. There has been a great increase in the number of 
those who look upon war as a fearful calamity ; and this feeling is prevalent 
especially among the rulers of Europe. In answer, I believe, to the prayers 
of his people, God has given them generally a peaceful disposition. Among 
the twenty monarchs, and some thirty princes or petty sovereigns, about 
fifty in all, none can be found that is warlike ; not one resembling in spirit 
either Napoleon, or even Gustavus Adolphus. Most of them I have per- 
sonally seen ; and I have had other means on the spot of knowing that 
they are pacific in a degree quite remarkable. Even the Emperor of Rus- 
sia is averse to war. With his army, though reduced from a million to 
700,000, he might easily conquer Turkey, if he :chose ; but he dreads a 
war with Europe. True, he is engaged in war still with the Circassians ; 
but that war was, in fact, begun thirty years ago. The Czar has other 
reasons for covetting and continuing peace ; reasons applicable to all 
Europe, and springing out of the general desire and opportunities for 
internal improvements. I have heard the Emperor himself, and often his 
son, remark, " We have so much to do here at home in promoting the 
civilization and general improvement of our own people, that we find little 
time or inclination for war." 

Twelve years ago, I first went to France, at the time when there was 



1847.] Anniversary Addresses. 91 

danger of a war between U3 about the five million indemnity. The King, 
having heard that 1 was acquainted with President Jackson, and many 
leading politicians of our country, sent for me, and, with much interest, 
and anxiety, inquired if I thought the President's forthcoming message 
would be warlike, and whether our people or rulers were really inclined 
to war. I gave an answer in the negative, with my reasons; and he 
seemed exceedingly rejoiced, and added, " If war should come from this 
paltry affair, I can appeal to God that I have done all I could to prevent it." 
I could not doubt his sincerity ; for he has taken great interest in preserv- 
ing the peace of Europe, and peace between us and England. When our 
boundary difficulties with Great Britain seemed to threaten war, it was 
suggested to Louis Philippe, that he should tender his services as mediator. 
He replied, that if such services would be acceptable, he would most 
cheerfully offer them, and that nothing could give him more pleasure than 
to be instrumental in preserving peace between these two countries. The 
King of the French has uniformly manifested the same disposition to 
peace, and has sometimes gone so far in quest of it, as to withstand even 
the wishes of his people, and the urgency of some of his own ministers. 
The leading rulers of Europe have evinced a disposition akin to his; and it is 
a very remarkable indication of Providence, strongly tending to general and 
permanent peace, that the chief monarchs of Christendom should be thus 
inclined. It augurs well for the peace and welfare of the world, and should 
be a source of much encouragement to the friends of peace. 

It is true, we are now at war with a sister republic ; but I believe it is 
not the result of deliberate calculation. Its authors certainly did not ex- 
pect such a war, one so serious, so long protracted ; and I am sure it is not 
agreeable to the feelings of our people; all its successes can hardly recon- 
cile them to it ; and the letters even from the soldiers show that they have 
become heartily sick of it. I met one the other day in Philadelphia, who 
spoke of it in this strain ; and, if the soldiers themselves regard it in this 
light, how must it be viewed by the great body of the people ! I think 
they were clearly precipitated into it; and probably the President himself, 
when it began, believed it would not last two months. I make no apology 
for the war or the government ; but its whole history proves that the people 
have never gone deliberately or approvingly into it. We are in it ; and 
many of them see not exactly how to get out of it, and so lend it a sort of 
countenance. I think a vast majority of our people are opposed to this war 
in particular ; and I believe that nine-tenths of the religious community are 
opposed to all war, unless absolutely necessary for self-defence. 

The friends of peace, then, have great encouragement to proceed in their 
work. The Providence of God is working for them ; and our Savior has 
pronounced upon them the richest of all blessings in the beatitudes of his 
sermon on the mount. To the poor in spirit, the mourning and the meek, 
to the merciful and the pure in heart, he gave promises of inestimable 
value ; but it was only to peace-makers he said, " they shall be called the 
children of God;" the highest and most comprehensive blessing he could 
pronounce or bestow. Let the friends of peace take courage. Theirs is a 
blessed work ; and God himself is with them. I have no doubt they have 
already done a great deal of good in changing public sentiment on this sub- 
ject, and are destined to accomplish still more for the welfare of the world. 

Rev. E. N. Kirk said, he rose at the request of the Secretary, to make 
a few remarks, with little premeditation, but thought the theme itself so 
prolific and eloquent, that no one could be much at a loss what to say. 

My mind, said he, always balances between two views of war ; one dis- 
closing the deep guilt of man in the atrocities of this custom, and the 
other revealing or suggesting the purpose of God to overrule them all for 
ultimate good. When I look at war in its details, — its bad passions, its 
spirit of wrath and revenge, its foul and bloody deeds, its battles and 
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sieges, its wholesale butcheries, and all the nameless multitude of its 
crimes and woes, — it seems to me that the heart must sicken, and sicken, 
and sicken of life itself. It is a loathsome, horrid, most revolting view ; 
and I wonder not that men engrossed with this view alone, should hold 
war in unminglea, unutterable abhorrence. 

But my own minci is relieved by another aspect of the subject I see 
the hand of God in it all, and feel sure he will overrule its worst evils for 
the fulfilment of his wise and gracious purposes. We are short-sighted ; 
but he foresees the end, all the final results. We are impatient to have all 
evil removed to-day ; but we must wait God's time, and that may not come 
so soon as we wish. His Providence is mysterious and wonderful. Ho 
holds in his hands the wrath of man ; and what he cannot work into his 
own plan, he will restrain. He will make sure of his own purposes. I 
have no doubt he designs to bless the next generation of Mexico by means 
of this very war. No thanks for such a result to its guilty abettors and 
agents. They will, of course, be punished for their wickedness ; and yet, 
God will doubtless overrule this very wickedness for the future good of 
Mexico herself. 

I am not now discussing the general, abstract question of the lawfulness 
of war. I do not adopt extreme views on this subject. I believe there 
might be a case where war would be justifiable ; but such cases are ex- 
ceedingly rare, and certainly the present war is not one of them. I do 
not profess to understand the whole case ; but, so far as I can see, this 
war originated in three motives : — the predominance of the slave power, the 
extension of slavery, and a thirst for military glory. Now, if a desire to se- 
cure the balance of power in favor of slavery was the motive, and this 
should be proved, it would overwhelm its abettors and supporters with 
odium. What! this free republic wage war, and such a war, just to regu- 
late the balance of political power between different sections or interests 
of the country ! If, too, this war really be for the extension of slavery, 
that foul and accursed blot upon our character, I should almost feel like ex- 
patriating myself. The power of this nation employed to extend and 
multiply markets for slaves ! for human chattels ! It is horrible ! horrible ! 
The third motive, the desire of military glory, operates with the multitude ; 
but, surely, we need no war to prove ourselves a bold people. We have 
already proved that quite enough ; it is an admitted fact; for we have twice 
fought against the mightiest nation on the globe, and have always con- 
quered — except in our war with the Indians in Florida ! 

This war is terrible business ; and, for one, I feel that it cannot go on 
much longer. If it should, we shall have to enter into thi3 peace move- 
ment in earnest, and do something to make our rulers feel that they are 
our servants, and must heed the people's wishes. Keep the subject before 
the people. I believe in O'Connell's doctrine of agitation ; only let it be 
right agitation. I would say to this Society, agitate, agitate, AGITATE ; 
but be sure to agitate aright, only by means of truth, and against error and 
sin. 

Amasa Walker, Esq., said, he rose just to corroborate the statements 
of Dr. Baird respecting the pacific disposition of the rulers of Europe. 

As one of the delegates, from the World's Peace Convention in 1843, 
to the French monarch, said he, I can testify to his hearty interest in this 
subject, " Peace," said the king, " is the great want of the world ; and, 
thank God, war notv costs too much ! " I believe the heart of Louis Philippe 
has really been intent on preserving the peace of Europe, and that its long 
period of peace is owing much to his influence. 

Let me add, that there is a very good peace document I would commend 
to your attention ; a document printed by our own legislature, and scat- 
tered by its direction all over the State. I allude to the report of the Ad- 
jutant General respecting the militia system in Massachusetts, showing a 
great and general decline of the military spirit among us. 



